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Lord Mayor of Oxford

attends Convocation

Mohammed Altaf
Khan, the Lord Mayor
of Oxford, England,
attended the sth
Convocation. Born in
Mirpur, Azad
Kashmir, and elected
several times as city

Councilor since 2005,
heisthe pride of Pakistan, like Mr Sadiq Khan,
the Mayor of London, whose parents also hail
from Pakistan.

On the occasion, Lord Mayor was particularly
delighted to see more female students win
gold medals. “This is the true picture of
Pakistan, which I am proud of and will try to
project in the world,” he told the national
media.

Mr Altaf Khan presented a shield and a letter
of appreciation to Vice Chancellor Dr Ishtiaq
Ahmad for his contribution to projecting
Pakistan's image as Quaid-i-Azam Fellow at
Oxford University.

The Lord Mayor of Oxford is the first Citizen
of the City of Oxford. The first recorded Mayor
of Oxford is Turchillus, 1122-1123, and mayors'
names stretch in an unbroken line until 1962
when the dignity of Lord Mayor was granted to
Oxford by Queen Elizabeth 11.

The Chancellor and Governor Punjab
presented University Shield to Mr Altaf Khan
for being elected to this august office and
making every Pakistani proud.
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University of Sargodha held its Fifth Convocation on March 29, 2017. Chancellorand

Governor Punjab, Mr Muhammad Rafique Rajwanawas the chief guest. The occasion
was attended by several dignitaries, including AJK Minister Mr Mushtaq Minhas
and local parliamentarians.

The graduates of the year 2013, numbering 4259, and 43 PhD scholars from the period
2014-16 received their hard-earned degrees from the Chancellor.

The Vice Chancellor, while presenting the university report on the occasion, said the

graduation ceremony was “a dream-come-true moment” in the life of any graduating
student, and that their degrees were “not mere pieces of paper but certificates to
successful careersahead.”

The Chancellor noted with satisfaction that University of Sargodha had in a short
span of time played a significant role in national life through its alumni, “who
understand their duty towards the people and who have worked with commitment
and devotion forthe socio-development of their country.”

UOS gets W category in HEC rating

The University of Sargodha according to assessment results of 2015/16 announced
by Higher Education Commission (HEC) Quality Assurance Agency has
maintained its rating, securing highest 'W category' position. The university has
achieved all targets in the action plan of the HEC for 2015-2016, like previous two

academic years since 2013.
According to assessment results of 2015/16 announced by the HEC Quality

Assurance Agency, the University has secured 89.17% marks, enabling it to claim
'W category' position. The assessment is done on the basis of a comprehensive

criteria set by the HEC Quality Assurance Agency, => page-4




Alumni Association of University of Sargodha launched

A gathering of prominent alumni of University of Sargodha
and its predecessor Government College Sargodha has
decided to establish the long-awaited Alumni Association of
the University of Sargodha.

The initiative for the purpose was taken by the university's
new Vice Chancellor, Dr Ishtiag Ahmad, who presided over
the debut meeting held on 1 March 2017, to elect the office
bearersand choose the names of theassociationand alumnus,
arequirement for the registration process.

After thorough deliberations, the participants agreed to name
theassociation as University of Sargodha Alumni Association.
The alumnus will be called Kiranian, which hasa conspicuous
historical and security significance. Kirana range is the
constellation of hills in the suburbs of Sargodha city, having
sacred attributes in ancient Indian mythology. Owing to their
strategiclocation, Kirana hillsarealso playingakeyrole forthe
defense of Pakistan.

In the meeting, following office bearers were also elected:
Patron in chief- Vice chancellor Dr. Ishtiaq Ahmad, Patron;
Sahabzada Abdur Rasool; President- Mian Arif Nazir; Vice
President- Ms. Beenish Aruj; General Secretary- Hafiz M
Alam; Joint Secretary- Mahr Omer Draz Jhaweri; Finance
Secretary- Ms. Sidra ljaz,. Executive members include Dr.
Hussain Ahmad Piracha, Dr. Zahid Munir Amir, Dr. Jjaz
Sultan, Dr. Abdul Waheed, Ms. Ifra Tabasum, Ch, Javed Igbal,
Irfan Akbar Ch, Ms. Misbah Igbal, Ms. Anjum Saleem and
Tahir Umar.

have produced many prominent alumni in politics, business,
civil service, media and civil society, including former cricket
team captain Muhammad Hafeez, former interior minister
Gen. Moeenuddin Haiderand TV anchor Sohail Warraich.

The meeting agreed to establish an Endowment Fund in order
to seek alumni contribution to development projects of the
university. It was also decided to create a database of the
alumniresidingat homeand abroad.

A grand opening ceremony of the Alumni Association will be
held in June 2017, to commemorate a university milestone in
community service: the start of a 200-bed Hospital at the
University Medical Research Centre.

On Display: Paintings and Posters by Fine Arts students

Fine Arts Department held two Paintings and Graphic
Arts Exhibitions in a row to mark the International
Women's Day (March 8) and Pakistan Day (March 23).

Young artists, both male and female students, celebrated
women's achievements and struggles at the Posters and
Paintings Exhibition marking International Women's
Day organized by the Department of Fine Arts on March 8,
2017.

On display were the difficulties that a woman has to face
because of her gender; the discrimination, the frustration, |
anxiety, the unseen boundaries that she is supposed to ¢
stay within; the chains that shackle many women even to |
this day and age, and the hopes that she has of a better "%
future. o N

Multidimensional artwork by students in both categories
celebrated the courage and determination of women, as
well as the progress we have made in empowering women and
ensuring genderequality.

The exhibition provided the students with an opportunity to
use their creativity to pay tribute to women, while serving as a
powerful trigger for reflection for visitors from inside and
outside the university.

The exhibition of paintings and posters marking the Pakistan

UOS NEWSLETTER APRIL 2017

Resolution day portrayed how the idea of Pakistan was
conceived and what the country has been able to achieve since
independence. Great tributes were paid to Founding Father
Muhammad Ali Jinnah and his progressive vision for Pakistan.
National resilience in the wake of formidable challenges like
terrorism was ondisplayat this youthful expression of art.

More than 100 painting and posters were exhibited, most of
whichwere by young femaleartists.



Varsity signs MOU with Small and Medium Enterprises Development Authority

The VC and the Provincial C};ief of SMEDA concluding the MOU

Keeping in view the pace of rapidly changing business and
economic environment of Pakistan, the University of
Sargodha has concluded a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) with Small and Medium Enterprises Development
Authority (SMEDA).

The agreement, signed by Vice Chancellor Dr. Ishtiag Ahmed
and Mr. Raja HassanainJavaid, the Provincial Chief of SMEDA,
at the University of Sargodha aims to initiate a collaborated
training program to boost the entrepreneurial potential of

university students.

The main objective of the MOU is to provide
technical assistance and support in designing
systems and programs for the promotion of
entrepreneurial culture among university
students and providing coordinated support to
the University in creating industrial liaison for
exchange of informationand expertise.

The provincial chief of SMEDA appreciated the
University management for ensuring cooperation
in conducting training programs, conferences
and workshops in the areas of entrepreneurship
and business plan development.

The benefits of this collaborating arrangement
are expected to be sustainable in the long run. The MOU will
not only enhance the value of programs being taught at the
university but also help in creating its long-term relationships
with the industry. It will provide a platform to the students of
academic departments, especially business, commerce,
economics, IT and engineering to interact with industrial
experts and polish their abilities to cater to the needs of a
diverse business environment.

Faculty of Agriculture bags another innovation award

Dr. Abdul Rehman, Assistant Professor of the
Department of Agronomy, University of Sargodha and
his team have won 1st Position in Technology Awards at
the Sixth Invention to Innovation Summit, Buy and Sell
Technology, held on March 8-9, 2017 at University of the =
Punjab, Lahore.

This Summit included exhibition of innovative ideas,
sessions about different field of studies and South Asia
Triple Helix Association (SATHA) Innovation Awards.
There were 70 innovative stalls in which 240 technologies
were presented and 300 plus posters were displayed. In
different sessions, 75 oral presentations were delivered.
DrRehmanalso got SATHA Innovation Award and Medal
for Multipurpose and Multifunction Intercropping Drill.
This device is a tractor-drawn implement, which has
different functions like cultivation, clod breaking, fertilizer
drilling and seed drilling in single operation and is used for
different purposes like intercropping, inter-culturing,
minimum tillage, ridging and general sowing for small as well as
big farmers.

Previousdistinctions of the UOS Faculty of Agriculture include:

3

Designing Bud Scooping Machine for Sugarcane, establishing

Sargodha University Certified Seedless Citrus Nursery as well as
partnering with Pakistan Science Foundation and Lanzhou
University International Research Center for Dry land Agro-
ecology; and inventing a mobile app for monitoring citrus
diseasesin Pakistan.
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Young faculty member wins Korean patent for scientific innovation

University of Sargodha's young scientist, Dr. Muhammad
Saleem has invented a new chemical technique using novel
fluorogenic signaling probe, for which he has won a Korean
Patent entitled “Triazole-based compound and composition
for detecting carbonate or bicarbonate ions” (Korean Patent |
No. P150729/10-2015-0147130). Dr Saleem is serving as Assistant
Professor of Chemistryat UOS Sub-Campus Mianwali,

The fluorescent signaling system can be applicable to industry,

cost-effectiveness; high intrinsic sensitivity, appreciable |
detection selectivity, high temporal resolution and easy signal |
detection nature are the advantageous features of the reported .
sensor. with potential for real sample investigation without

Inview of widespread occurrence of carbonate and bicarbonate interference from endogenous substrates. Selective detection of
in physiological, industrial and environmental samples, there carbonate and bicarbonate in different system has been a
exists a necessity of a durable, accurate and rapid sensor for problem, which the invention by the young UOS scientist may
biomedical applications, clinical and environmental analysis helpsolve.

Students win first position at BNU Bestival 2017 and runner-up award at GIKI

first prize. 27 teams with over 100 participants representing
different colleges and universities from across Pakistan
competed for this category.

In a separate event, Muhammad Khubaib Rasool, Muhammad
Sumeed Afzal and Faraz Butt represented the University of
Sargodha at the 10oth All Pakistan MediaFest'r; held by the
prestigious GhulamIshaq KhanInstitute of Engineering
Sciencesand Technology (GIKI) in Swabi.

In this festival, students are given the opportunity to showcase
their skills in photography (landscape, cultural, and on-spot
photography), graphic design (poster, logo, and magazine

= A \

B ; cover), and videography (short films, short commercials, vines,
Muhammad Khubaib Rasool, Muhammad Sumeed Afzal,

and musicvideos).
Muhammad Waseem Asifand Muhammad Waqar Butt, The festival was held from February 17 to 19 and participated by
students of Bachelor of Science in Computer Sciences, student teams representing universities from all the provinces
represented the University of Sargodha at the Beaconhouse of Pakistan. Twelve teams with more than 180 participants
National University's Annual Festival-Bestival 2017. competed against each other for the Vines segment of

These students made their entry for the 60-second short film videography, the MKR Vines of the Graphics and Media Society.
category of videography module of the Bestival 2017and bagged The UOS team brought home the runner-up award for thisvine.

7% category in HEC rating (from title page) and public sector shows the commitment of its administration

including academic programs, international conferences and and faculty in promoting quality education and research.

seminars, number of PhD faculty, examination system, student The Vice Chancellor has congratulated all the university

enrollment and evaluation, research output and publications ~ faculty and students on achieving the due targets for academic

in peer-review national and international journdls, links ~ Year 2015-16 under the guidelines of the HEC, while promising

between academia and industry, and academic collaborations. to provide all possible avenues to them in order to significantly

This distinctive performance by UOS among the 184 private increase UOS's academic profile during his tenure.
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Teachers win Research Productivity Award

Three faculty members of University of Sargodha were recently honored
awards on their research contributions for the year 2014 by Pakistan
Council for Science & Technology.

The recipients of Research Productivity Award (RPA) include: Dr.
Muhammad Nawaz Tahir, Professor of Physics, Dr. Farooq Anwar,
Associate Professor of Chemistry and Dr. Ahmad Mukhtar Khalid,
Professor of Biotechnology, who left the university service last year.

The criteria for selection are based on research related parameters
including authorship of books, PhD research supervision, cumulative

L impact factor and citations for the papers published in impact factor
IRVENENEIAELILY IR ST SRR RIRE WA EL journals, patents granted, awards won and winning of competitive grants.

Girl students sweep the Convocation

The female graduates swept the Fifth
Convocation by winning 172 medals out of
total 234 medals. Their distinctive
performance even grabbed the attention
of the Honorable Chancellor Mr
Muhammad Rafique Rajwana and other
dignitaries attending the convocation, [l
including the visiting Lord Mayor of E
Oxford, Mr Altaf Khan. The Chancellor
commended the splendid achievement of
girl students and encouraged them to join
the workforce and contribute to the socio-
economicdevelopment of the nation.

Mass Communication students visit Dunya News Lahore Studios

The students of University of Sargodha participated in the students witnessed the studio performances of renowned
popular program Mazaqrat, produced and directed by Ayub Pakistani artists besides learning, editing and recording
Khawar. During this informative and entertaining visit, the techniques from media professionalsat Dunya News.
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Glimpses of Spring Festival 2017

University of Sargodha's Spring Festival 2017 kicked off on 7th
March with fascinating performances by young artists. Almost
all the beautiful shades of Pakistan's diverse ethnicity were on
display. So were the emotive expressions of happiness by 10,000
plus audience of boys and girls. Long craving to celebrate life
with youthful energy, everyone seemed captivated by Punjabi
Bhangra and folk dances symbolizing Pashtun, Sindhi, Balochi
and Hunza cultures. Live concerts by folk and pop singers were
equally mesmerizing,

After the opening ceremony, Sports Gala came in full swing -
with teams of male and female students from each department

vying for trophies in cricket, football, basketball and other
sports.

On 13th March started the second segment of the festival, the
co-curricular activities, which included the staging of award-
winning dramas as well as singing and debating competitions.
The dramas staged at Jinnah Hall included The Last Metaphor,
The Crucible, Waiting for Godot, King Learand Waiting Room.
In the closing ceremony held on 2g9th March, the winners of
various sports and co-curricular competitions received awards
amid musical performances by UOS students Maan and
Shakaib. A grand Mushairia concluded the Spring Festival.

Drama Festival: Students performing Urdu Play Waiting Room
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Students viewing and capturing the cherishing moments




Book Fair: Display of knowledge An overjoyed youth in the Spring Festival
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Sports Galas at Sub-Campuses

All of the sub-campuses of University of Sargodha held their
annual Spring Festivals, in parallel with similar festivity at the
main campus. Women Campus, Faisalabad, held its Sports
Gala from 1* to 3“March in a lively atmosphere. The events
commenced with a physical drill in the form of dance.
Students participated in athletics, includingioo-meter race,

Women Campus Faisalabad

Chaati race, three-legged race and Spoon balance race.
Cricket, badminton and tug of war were also organized. The
program ended with a prize distribution to the winners.
Likewise, the official sub-campus in Bhakkar and private-
public partnership sub-campus in Mandi Bahauddin

celebrated the occasion with much fanfare.

Girl students of Mandi Bahauddin Campus getting ready
for arm wrestling

Lahore Sub-Campus celebrates Student Week

Lahore Sub-Campus organized the Student Week from 2oth to
24thMarch, during which a variety of sports and co-curricular
activities were organized.

The week began with a Mushaira, in which well-known poets
participated, including Aslam Kamal, Absar Abudal Ali, Zahid
Shafi, Yasmeen Bhukhari, Naghmana Khurshid (Biya Gee),
Perveen Sajjad, Ifthikhar Bhukhari, Abdul Karim Khalid, Dr.
Asim Sehrai, Kafait Awan and Zafar Ali Raja.

The event concluded with a Cultural Festival, in which
students from different regions celebrated their cultures and
customs. They wore their dresses and sang folk songs. The
campus ground was full of different stalls, reflecting the
cultural mosaic of Pakistan.

The Student Week concluded with a prize distribution

ceremony, in which the winners of various competitions were

awarded trophies.

Gujranwala campus holds symposium on Modern Trends in Business

The Department of Business Administration and Commerce at
Gujranwala Sub-Campus conducted a research symposium on
Modern Trends in Business on January 10. Around 32 research
posters by the students of MBA (Terminal Semesters) on
different topics of Business and Commerce were selected for
presentation. The students defended their research in front of
penal of external and Internal evaluators.

The occasion produced an interesting debate. The participants
agreed that research efforts had led to breakthroughs in every
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field of life. In business, market research helps companies to
make projections and formulate appropriate strategies to
ensure survival. Businesses conduct surveys to understand the
needs of the community and consumption habits. This activity
will surely train our students to prepare themselves for
becoming an anticipatory service provider to the business
community. At the closing ceremony, prizes were distributed
among position holders of the Symposium.



Vigorous Spark 2017 at Mianwali sub campus

Department of Computer Science and Information technology;,
Mianwali Sub-campus held the annual event Vigorous Spark
from March 20 to 22, 2017. Overall, 430 jubilant students
participated in the series of varied activities and competitions.
The event was organized by more than 50 students, who took
keen interest in managing the events.

On the first day, a singing competition was held and many
talented students displayed their singing potential with utmost
fervor. Mr. Ataullah Esawas the chief guest on the occasion, who

TR .
gotimpressed by the song performances of the contestants.

On the second day, E-Gamming, Programming, Photography,
Bait Bazi, Speeches (Urdu/Saraiki), Selfieand Idea Presentation
competitions were held, in which students showed their
computing and creative skills. The last day of the event was
marked by various competitions of E-Gamming, Speech
(English), Sketching and Quiz competitions. The event proved
to be an impressive platform for aspiring students of the
Mianwali Sub campus.
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